By Bill Ware, Son of the Artist 


y dad was born in Bowling 
Green, Missouri in 1916. 
Bowling Green is a town 


almost identical to Pinckneyville. It 
is a rural town with a population of 
less than 5,000, a county seat with the 
county courthouse and a PN Hirsch 
store on the square. 


In high school, he took a mail order 
drawing course—one of those “if you 
can draw this cat, you can be an art- 
ist.” Between high school and moy- 
ing to Pinckneyville, he was a sign 
painter, a soda jerk, a soldier in World 
War II, and finally the manager of the 
Bowling Green PN Hirsch store. 


He was drafted into the Army Air 
Corps, sent to aircraft mechanics 
school in Boston, and then to Austra- 
lia. As soon as he landed in Australia, 
the Army made him a sign painter, and 
he never worked on a plane again ex- 
cept to paint pin-up girls on the nose 
cones of bombers. 


After the war, he returned to Bowl- 
ing Green and began working for PN 
Hirsch. He met Gertie in Bowling 
Green, and they were married in 1946. 
In 1951, PN Hirsch transferred him to 
Pinckneyville. He did not paint for 


awhile after the war. Sometime in the 
early fifties he was ill and spent a lot 
of time at home. Gertie bought him a 
paint by numbers kit to keep him busy. 
Later, he would say, “about half way 
through the first painting, I remem- 
bered that I could do better than this.” 


He started painting and never stopped. 
He entered his work in art shows in 
southern Illinois—and won awards. 
He also taught painting in adult educa- 
tion programs. Almost all of his paint- 
ings—the buildings, the landscapes, 
and even some of the abstracts—were 
about Pinckneyville. He and Gertie 
talked about moving back to Missouri 
but, by the time he retired, they were 
truly Pinckneyville people. A paint- 
ing was finished when he signed it. He 
finished and signed his last painting 
the day before he died in 2005. 


Description of Artwork 


1. “Genesis” (1977). An abstract mon- 
tage of The Creation. On loan from Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Vaughn. 


2. The old First Baptist Church build- 
ing. Built in 1905, this building was re- 
placed by the current building in 1958. 
On loan from the First Baptist Church 
of Pinckneyville. 


3. Old and new First Baptist Church 
buildings. This modern architectural 
study places a faded depiction of the old 
church behind the many points of inter- 
est in the new church building. Note the 
stained glass window, the Lord’s Sup- 
per Table, and the tower with the Bible 
on top. On loan from the First Baptist 
Church of Pinckneyville. 


4. PN. Hirsch & Co. (1982). Located 
on the north side of the Pinckneyville 
Square, this building was originally the 
Kunz Opera House. Mr. Ware man- 
aged the P.N. Hirsch store for 40 years. 
The building saw numerous other uses 
in its lifetime (basketball court, roller 
rink, graduations, masquerade balls, the 
Post Office, hardware store). It was de- 
stroyed by a fire in 2011. On loan from 
the City of Pinckneyville. 


5. PN. Hirsch & Co. and Walker’s 5 
and 10. Viewed from the north lawn 
of the Perry County Square, the Court- 
house Bicentennial Bell is included in 
this painting. Walker’s was a dimestore 
established by Ellis Walker. The Walker 
store building, earlier the First National 
Bank, Weithorn’s Dime Store, the In- 
dex Notion 5 & 10 sites and later the 
Pinckneyville Antique Mall, was also 
destroyed in the 2011 fire. These lots 
are now owned by the Foundation for 


Pinckneyville and are under lease to the 
Illinois High School Basketball Hall of 
Fame and Museum for its future mu- 
seum site. On loan from the City of 
Pinckneyville. 


6. Perry County Courthouse. This is a 
view of the north side of the east wing 
(built 1939) and the center (built 1879) 
of the Perry County Courthouse. Note 
the sides of the Hirsch building on the 
left and the McDaniels Furniture store 
building on the right. You can see the 
reflection of the Hirsch store in the 
courthouse windows. On loan from Mr. 
and Mrs. Clay Emling. 


7. “Pinch of Pinckneyville” — Find im- 
ages of Luke’s Café, McCants Store, 
Dot’s Café, P.N. Hirsch building, the 
old Murphy Wall and First National 
Bank buildings, the Perry County Fair 
entrance, the Perry County Courthouse 
and bell, old City Hall, Braun’s Stan- 
dard Oil sign, the old mill, and the 
Pinckneyville water tower. On loan 
from Rev. and Mrs. Charles Boling. 


8. McDaniel’s Furniture Store. Locat- 
ed on the Northwest side of the Pinck- 
neyville Square, the store was estab- 
lished in 1952 by Calvin McDaniel. The 
business is now owned by his sons and 
is located east of Pinckneyville. This 
building formerly housed the Murphy 
Wall Bank, the Murphy Opera House, 
the Pinckneyville Post Office, Gruner 
Hardware, and Roe Abstract. On loan 
from the City of Pinckneyville. 


9. Ben Franklin store and Pat’s Flow- 
ers. Another dime store in town, this 
one was on the west side of the square. 
The flower shop was one of 3 in town 
and was owned by Pat Hastings. These 
buildings once housed Dr. Templeton’s 
office, The Democrat, The Advocate, 
Ahlers Bakery, and Spencer Gilley’s 
store. They are now owned by the 
Pinckneyville Hospital and are used as 
offices and for the Southern Illinois Re- 
habilitation. On loan from the City of 
Pinckneyville. 
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10. Luke’s Café. This view of Luke’s 
which was located at the intersection of 
Illinois Routes 13/127 and 154 is seen 
from Braun’s Standard Oil Station. 
Luke’s was a popular eatery established 
by Olin Luke. The building now houses 
the Courtside Grill. Braun’s station was 
established by Leo Braun and was later 
owned by his son. The station site is 
now home to McDonald’s. Mr. Ware 
once commented that he particularly 
enjoyed putting all the highway signage 
in this painting because it showed ev- 
eryone all the ways to get out of town. 
On loan from the City of Pinckneyville. 


11. Flower Patch building on South 
Walnut Street. The Flower Patch was 
established by Toni Engelhardt and Deb 
McCune in 1980. The first building now 
houses the H & R Block business. The 
remaining building was demolished and 
is a parking area for the florists. This 
part of Walnut Street once was home to 
a saloon, and bakery, a shoe repair shop, 
and an appliance store. On loan from 
the City of Pinckneyville. 


12. Pinckneyville City Hall and Fire 
Department. This building now hous- 
es the fire department, and the new city 
hall was built just north of this build- 
ing in 1990. On loan from the City of 
Pinckneyville. 


13. Windsor Hotel. A popular rail- 
road hotel and later a bar, this build- 
ing was on the corner of Parker and 
Mill Streets. The train depot was 
across the street. The hotel no longer 
stands. This is now a vacant lot. On 
loan from the City of Pinckneyville. 


14, Pinckneyville Railroad Depot. Lo- 
cated across the street from the Wind- 
sor Hotel and next to the Pinckneyville 
Mill, this was once a busy departure 
point for locally grown grain and pas- 
senger trains going to St. Louis, Car- 
bondale and numerous points between. 
On loan from the City of Pinckneyville. 


15. The Pinckneyville Milling Co. Lo- 
cated at the railroad, the mill was origi- 
nally owned by Joseph Ismert and H. 
E. Hincke, later by the Zacher family, 
then the Pinckneyville Grain Company, 
Merchants Grain, and now Consoli- 
dated Grain and Barge Company. Note 
how Mr. Ware superimposed an image 
of the old mill over the concrete silos at 
the current mill site. On loan from Mr. 


and Mrs. Bob Huff. 


16. The old Murphy Wall State Bank 
building built in 1907 and located at 17 
West Water Street, this was the bank’s 
second location. Its first was in the Mc- 
Daniels Building. The bank was found- 
ed by ancestors of the Bob and Bill 
Crawford families and has been in busi- 
ness since 1894. On loan from Murphy 
Wall State Bank. 


17. The new Murphy Wall State Bank 
building. Located at 105 East Water 
Street, the current bank building was 
built in 1983. On loan from Murphy 
Wall State Bank. 


18. Perry County Jail. This building 
housed the county jail from 1871 un- 
til 1988 when the new jail was built. 
It also provided the residence for the 


County Sheriff and his family. The 
Perry County Historical Society oper- 
ates the Old Jail Museum there. The 
museum contains a collection of Perry 
County history artifacts. On loan from 
the City of Pinckneyville. 


19. An unnamed still life on loan from 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Tanner. 


20. “Not Forgotten”. A still life on 
loan from Mr. and Mrs. Bill Timpner. 


21. “Golden Delicious”. A still life on 
loan from Ms. LaVonne Bathon. 


22. “From Grandma’s Attic”. A still 
life on loan from Mr. and Mrs. George 
McPheeters. 


23. “Brown Jug”. A still life on loan 
from Mr. and Mrs. George McPheeters. 


24. “City in the Hills”. A landscape on 
loan from Rev. and Mrs. Charles Bol- 
ing. 


25. “Lake City”. A landscape on loan 
from Mr. and Mrs. Larry Pfau. 


26. “City of Lights”. A landscape on 
loan from Rev. and Mrs. Charles Bol- 
ing. 


27. An unnamed landscape on loan 
from Rev. and Mrs. Charles Boling. 


28. “Little Brook”. A landscape on 
Joan from Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Tanner. 


29. “Timpner’s #1”. A landscape on 
loan from Ms. LaVonne Bathon. 


30. Unnamed landscape on loan from 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hudgens. 


31. “I Think that I Shall Never See”. 
An abstract landscape on loan from Mr. 
and Mrs. Larry Pfau. 


32. “I Think that I Shall Never See”. 
An abstract landscape on loan from Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth Wild. 


33. “Yesterday’s Barn”. An architec- 
tural study on loan from Ms. Lavonne 
Bathon. 


34. “Yesterday’s Barn”. An architec- 
tural study on loan from Mr. and Mrs. 
Jeff Tanner. 


35. Barn and house. An architectur- 
al study on loan from Rev. and Mrs. 
Charles Boling. 


36. “Old Home Place”. A landscape on 
loan from Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Tanner. 


37. “Going Home”. A landscape on 
loan from Rev. and Mrs. Charles Bol- 
ing. 


38. “Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh”. 
A landscape on loan from Ms. Lavonne 
Bathon. Mr. Ware finished this painting 
the day before he died. 


39. Mr. and Mrs.Fred Walters’ painting. 
40. Dr. and Mrs. James Wittenauer. 
41. Rend Lake College. An abstract ar- 


chitectural study on loan from Mr. and 
Mrs. William Ware. 
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Letter to the Editor 


The Nevins Ware art exhibit opens.up-on October 4-and' 
will-run:through:October at the Illinois Rural Heritage Museum 
at 187 Fairground Road-in Pinckneyville. The museum is open 
Thursday through Saturday from 1 - 5 p:m. A special tribute to 

“Mr. Ware will-take:place:at the museum on Sunday, October 7 
-at 1pm. Refreshments will be:served:and Mr. Ware’s family 
will be there to 'seethe exhibit and:greet the Pinckneyville 
community.. The exhibit is:a joint project of the Foundation for 
Pinckneyville and the Illinois Rural Heritage Museum. 

Many folks loaned their painting for the exhibit: . 

Richard and Patsy Vaughn, the First Baptist Church, the City” . 
-of Pinckneyville, Pam and Tom Folden, Bob and Judy Huff, 

Murphy-Wall. State Bank, Jeff and Vickie Tanner, Bill and Helen 

Timpner, Lavonne Bathon, George:and Diane McPheeters, 

Rey. Charles:and Betty Boling, Larry and:Glenna-Pfau, Clay 


and Martha Emling, Tom and:Bonnie Hudgins, Kenneth-and 
Berita Wild, Fred:and Marie Walthers, Dr. James and Patricia 
Wittenauer and Bill:and Sue Ware. [have so:enjoyed seeing 
your: painting and hearing the Nevins Ware stories behind them. 
Jill Fox designed the fliers and:program for the exhibit. 


“She is ‘a very talented young woman who has:donated her time 


and talent without charge, 
Lurge the community to visit this.exhibit of 43 of Mr. . 
Ware’s paintings. They include rural landscapes; old barns, still 


‘lifes, abstracts:and many of Pinckneyville’s landmark buildings, 


some of which no longer stand. We.aré blessed:to have had:sucl 
a talented resident who has'preserved much:of Pinckneyville’s 
past.. We hope you-enjoy the show! 


Gayl Pyatt 
_ Foundation for Pinckneyville 
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ART EXHIBIT 


IN PINCKNEYVILLE MUSEUM 


Special Exhibit Display October 4 — October 28, 2012 
Illinois Rural Heritage Museum 
View this spectacular collection during regular Museum hours: 


Thurs, Fri, Sat: 9!am—5pm, Sun:1—5pm 
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187 Fairground Rd « Pinckneyville, IL 62274 * 618-357-8908 nr ak A 
www.illinoisruralheritagemuseum.org 
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PAINTING THE TOWN: PINCKNEYVILLE 
PAINTER CREATES CONCEPTUAL ART OF 
THINGS HE SEES ALL OVER THE AREA 


Taest 0 Print Email 


PINCKNEYVILLE - Brightly hued gnarled branches twist and turn wildly, circling around each other, 
going every which way and yet nowhere at all. 


Fol 


"The tree is confused, like a confused person. | just liked the direction of the branches. It has an 
impressionist look," proclaims its creator Nevins Ware. Nearby stands another Ware tree in a 
painting he aptly calls "Self-centered," in honor of the large hulking tree that dominates the canvas. 


"A couple of years ago, | realized the beauty of trees without the leaves on them,” said the longtime 
Pinckneyville artist. "| started painting them. | go through different seasons in my painting." 


Ware has progressed through several periods in his more than half a century of painting. A few 
years ago he completed a series called “Main Street Mid-America," and it has been quite popular 
with Southern Illinoisans. 


http://thesouthern.com/news/local/painting-the-town-pinckneyville-painter-creates-concept... 8/15/2012 
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"There for a while | was absorbed in small town business places," he said. "| had been involved in 
retail myself and | could see the face of small towns changing." No 


Thus, Ware captured moments in history on canvas so future generations can see the way things 
once were in small town America. 


"They look like portraits of buildings," said his wife of 56 years, Gertie. The pictures show every 
seam in a brick facade, every architectural nuance of the structures. 


"It's necessary that you communicate what that building is," Ware said. "They're historical 
documents that do require some detail." 


More than a dozen of Ware's Americana paintings are on permanent display at the Pinckneyville 
City Hall, including a picture of the long-gone Standard gas station - now replaced by a McDonald's. 
There's a view of the old P.N. Hirsch/Opera House (now empty) and adjacent Walker's Variety (now 
an antiques mall) as seen from the courthouse lawn with part of the lawn bell in view. 


This picture is special for Ware, because he worked for 35 years as a P.N. Hirsch manager, initially 
in his hometown of Bowling Green, Mo., and then 30 years at Pinckneyville. 


"| guess | liked the taste of Beaucoup water. We sure stayed here,” Ware said with a laugh. He said 
he's been painting all his life, but is quick to say, "I've never done it for a living. I'm strictly an 
amateur artist." 


"If he had, we'd have starved to death," Gertie teased. 


"It's more of an avocation," Ware continued. "I'm in it because it's something | like to do.” He has 
sold countless paintings through the years and said the hobby has paid for itself. 


The only formal training Ware had was a 1935 correspondence course. He had a rather unusual 
work study training though serving in the Army Air Corp during World War II, where he was 
assigned to paint signs. 


"| also painted pictures of scantily-clad ladies on airplanes," Ware recalls. 


Ware uses acrylics and oils, and paints "nearly all landscapes or still lifes. When you paint portraits 
you have to please too many people. | painted a few but | didn't like it. I'm going to paint to please 
myself,” he said. 


The true-life paint creations are typically based upon photographs and some of his works so 
accurately depict a three-dimensional scene that you feel you can just reach out and touch the 
objects in them. 


Such is the case with Gertie's favorite - a large piece called "The Little Wooden Bead." As the name 
implies, the painting is of a small wooden bead in the middle of an acrylic still life. It's a complex 


http://thesouthern.com/news/local/painting-the-town-pinckneyville-painter-creates-concept... 8/15/2012 
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compilation of glass pictures, jars, bottles and wooden blocks stacked in a neat array full of 
shadows, contrasts, reflections and transparencies. 


Nevins’ favorite is a ragged tree in blue tones hanging in the couple's master bedroom. Ware 
originally set out to photograph the Mary's River covered bridge near Chester, but when he walked 
through it the sight of the lone tree on the other side captured his eye and a painting was born. Uv: 


"| just like the colors, the way it flows,” Ware said. "Some people object to blue trees but | like the 
colors and they way it went together.” 


“The names that he puts on them is what tickles me," Gertie said. 


A modernistic painting of red- toned trees is called "Clapping Your Hands," because it's based on 
Bible verses about all of nature clapping with joy when God's people return to Israel. 


"| have pretty much an idea in mind of what | want to do but not so much that | can't deviate from it," 
Ware said. "| want to be loose enough with it that it can go where it needs to go." 
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